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OriHime

Yoshifuji Kentaro, a Japanese robot
communicator, created a robot
called OriHime at the age of 23 in
order to help people suffering from
loneliness. What led Yoshifuji to
develop the robot? How can it help
people establish bonds with others?

— A Vehicle of Your Heart

‘What is the white figulle on the previous page? Of

[ CHAPTER 4 | Orittime - A Vehicle of Your Hdart

1 vehicle [vi:ki]
1 robot [roubat]
at the picture below. communicator
[komjinokettar]

1 suffer [sifor]
loneliness llguriinas)
I establish [istbiij]
1 bond [bnd]
in order to do

course, it’s a robot. It can falk to us. Now take a look

suffer from ..

Figure 1

(D]
1 previous [privios]

This robot is called “OriHime.” Does that ring a

bell? Yes, it is associated with tanabata, a Japanese

associate (1)
[osougient]

summer festival. The name OriHime comes from that

ring a bell

story.
be associated with..
As a schoolboy, Yoshifuji Kentaro, the creator of the
creator [riéitor]
1 unable [inéibil
felt lonely because he had no one to share his feelings [ attend [oténd]

robot, was unable to attend school for a long time. He

with: he neither had a sense of belonging nor was he ~ "either o]

' | belonging
able to establish and maintain relationships. This CIESg
I nor [na:7]
lonely experience drove Yoshifuji to develop OriHime, I

. enable [méibl]
share Awith B
neither A nor B.

a gender-frec robot which enables people in difficult

situations to establish bonds with others.

Comprehension Check

1. Where does the name OriHime come from?
2. What experience caused Yoshifuji to develop Oriime?
3. What does Yoshifuji want to do with OriHime?

214 gender-free MHEMEO L. of -fee : ~2tv, ~pEERTEEG

GIEED) Who do you think is operatihg Oritime in Figure 17

's 3 (
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CHAPTER

BEFORE YOU READ

1. Have you ever been moved by reading poetry? Explain briefly.
2. What role does poetry play in our sot

ty? Give your o

2. xX

AXZN—FITET,
—RICRXZFZLRAI A
ILTY,

FX

AXIBBEDB T EBRDIBEEPASA
FEHELTLEEAA
R TERXZFHO I EHNTEETT,

RARE(TIE LY

BN EFEAY
AXDABICEHT S
BREICEZXSILT,
AXDARBEZHR L
EE

@ 1 have two questions for you. One — whose shoulders do you stand on? And two
— what do you stand for? I answer them with these words: I am the daughter of
Black writers who were descended from freedom fighters who broke their chains and
changed the world. They call me.

@ Most of my life, I was terrified of speaking up because I had a speech impediment, ¢
which made it difficult to pronounce certain sounds. And T felt like T was fine writing
on the page. But once I got on stage, T was worried my words might jumble and
stumble. What was the point in trying not to mumble these thoughts in my head if
everything’s already been said before?

B Poetry is interesting because not everyone is going to become a great poet, but 1
anyone can be, and anyone can enjoy poetry. And it's this openness, this accessibility
of poetry that makes it the language of people. Poetry has never been the language of
barriers; it's always been the language of bridges. And it’s this connection-making

that makes poetry powerful, but also makes it political

One thing that irritates me is when I get a phone call asking me to write a poem
and the person on the phone says “Don’t make it political,” which to me sounds like T
have to draw a square, but not make it a rectangle, or build a car and not make it a
vehicle. Tt doesn't make much sense hecause all art is political. The decision to create,
the artistic choice to have a voice, the choice to be heard is the most political act of all.
@ Poets have this phenomenal potential to connect the beliefs of the private #
individual with the public, the population, the political movement. 1 really want you

to try to hear the ways in which poetry is actually at the center of most political
questions about what it means to be a democracy. Maybe later you're going to be at a
protest, and someone’s going to have a poster that says, “They buried us, but they
didn't know we were seeds” That's poetry. You might be in your U.S, History class,
and your teacher may play a video of Martin Luther King Jr.* saying: “We will be able

to hew out of* this mountain of despair a stone of hope.” That's poetry.

@ So you see, when someone asks me to write a poem that's not political, what

they're really asking me is to not ask charged and challenging questions in my poetic

((cuaPTER 1 [ The

2 work. That does not work, because poetry s always at the pulse of the most dangerous
and most daring questions that a nation or a world might face. What path do we
stand on as a people, and what future as a people do we stand for?

@ Poetry is not really about having the right answers. It's about asking the right
questions about what it means to be a writer doing the right thing. And my reaction

3 is to pay honor to those people who used their pens to roll over houlders so T might
have a mountain of hope on which to stand so that T might understand the power of
telling stories that matter, no matter what. So that I might realize that if I choose not
out of fear, but out of courage to speak, then there's something unique that my words
can become.

It might fecl like every story has been told before, but the truth is no one’s ever

told my story in the way T would tell it as the daughter of Black writers who are
descended from freedom fighters who broke their chains and changed the world. And
one day, I'll write a story right by writing it into tomorrow on this carth more than

worth standing for. Thank you. (61 word)
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